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MEDICAL IMAGERY
Multiple cutaneous ulcerations: secondary syphilis
in an HIV-positive patient
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http://intl.elsevierhealth.com/journals/ijidA healthy 32-year-old homosexual male presented with a
month-long history of asymptomatic cutaneous lesions, which
started as widespread papules. The case history of the patient
included an undiagnosed anal injury with inguinal adenopathy
three months before. He confessed that he had risky sexual
relations. A physical examination revealed scabbing lesions
with erythematous-edematous circles on the trunk, face and
limbs, leaving ulceration when the scabs were removed (see
image). The differential diagnosis was initially disseminated
varicella and necrotic herpes zoster. The patient also com-
plained of loss of vision in his left eye. An eye examwas carried
out, revealing positive Tyndall with opacity in the left eye. As
infectious disease was suspected, serological analyses were
required and were positive for HIV (CD4 lymphocytes 120/ml)
and syphilis (rapid plasma reagin [RPR]1/32 andFTA-ABS test).
He was diagnosed with AIDS (A3 stage), secondary syphilis and
syphilitic panophthalmitis. Ceftriaxone was prescribed initi-
ally; when the resistance study result was received ten days
later, he started on tenofovir, emtricitabine, ritonavir and
fosamprenavir. He took ceftriaxone for three weeks without1201-9712/$36.00 # 2009 Published by Elsevier Ltd on behalf of Intern
doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2008.12.011adverse reactions. Amonth later, the crystalline opacity of the
left eyewas successfully surgically resolved. Fivemonths later,
the patientwas clinicallywell,with a CD4 lymphocyte count of
379/ml, althoughhehasmany cicatrices onhis trunkand limbs.
He follows the highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART)
regime, and the RPR and HIV viral load are negative.
Conflict of interest: No conflict of interest to declare.
Salvador Arias-Santiago*
Miguel A´ngel Arrabal-Polo
Jose´ Herna´ndez-Quero
Ramo´n Naranjo-Sintes
San Cecilio University Hospital, Granada, Spain
*Corresponding author. San Cecilio University Hospital,
Av Dr Oloriz 16, Granada, Spain.
Tel.: +34 652493456
E-mail address: salvadorarias@hotmail.es
(S. Arias-Santiago)
Corresponding Editor: William Cameronational Society for Infectious Diseases.
